aunched in 1996 and issued every two years, the

World Monuments Watch is the flagship advocacy

program of World Monuments Fund. The Watch
calls international attention to cultural heritage around the
world that is at risk from the forces of nature and the impact
of social, political, and economic change. From archaeological
sites to modern architecture, cultural landscapes to historic
urban centers, the Watch identifies places of significance in
need of timely action. The 2012 World Monuments Watch
continues this tradition with the inclusion of 67 sites from
41 countries and territories.

In its sixteen-year history, the Watch has served as a beacon,
not only for treasured places but for society as well. As an open
process, the Watch receives nominations directly from indi-
viduals, organizations, and governments on the ground. More
than 500 advocates in over 80 countries engaged in the prepa-
ration and endorsement of nominations to the 2012 Watch,
raising local issues to inform an international dialogue.

More than ever, this ninth cycle of the Watch underscores
the important dynamic between communities and their col-
lective heritage. The 2012 Watch includes many sites from
urban, densely populated areas, which highlight the grow-
ing need to balance heritage preservation with the demand
to serve contemporary social, economic, and environmental
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priorities. The 2012 Watch continues to highlight the need
to protect the heritage of the recent past, as well as the chal-
lenges faced by archaeological sites that increasingly need im-
proved management and visitor plans. The 2012 Watch is an
opportunity to discover many places that are jewels hiding
in plain sight or found in remote areas that may be enjoyed
by only small numbers of local residents and adventurous
travelers. Just saving sites from destruction or decay is not
enough. Conservation means working to integrate heritage
into the fabric of society and reconnecting people and places
in new and innovative ways.

The 2012 World Monument Watch encourages everyone
to do the same. Do your part to make the past part of a bet-
ter future by supporting activities at 2012 Watch sites, join-
ing local advocacy efforts, or just passing on the message. For
more information, visit www.wmf.org/watch.
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